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Old-Growth Forests in the North-West Part of Russia together with the existing 

Federal Protected Areas (as on March 2013) 



Currently in the Russian part of 

the Barents Region there exist 

8 nature reserves, 7 national 

parks and 8 Federal preserves 

(zakazniks) that represent the 

unique natural complexes of 

the North 



Greenpeace Russia works in this region 

starting practically from its foundation in 1992. 

Providing of the Forest campaign in the North-

West of the country was connected with the 

fact that still existed there forests have a 

significant importance for the whole European 

environment and we need to protect them.  



Together with regional and local NGOs we struggled 

during this almost 20-years period against clear-

cuttings of the intact forests by Russian and foreign 

logging companies and for creation of a system of 

PAs in the most valuable massifs of the old-growth 

forests. One of the first victories was inscription of 

prepared by Greenpeace nomination “Virgin Komi 

Forests” (Pechoro-Ilychsky Nature Reserve and 

Yugyd Va National Park”) into the UNESCO World 

Heritage List in 1995. Thus this unique for the whole 

Europe forest massif became the first Russian World 

Natural Heritage property. 



After many years of hard work now we can state that almost all 

the most valuable forest massifs in the region are under official 

protection or wait for receiving the PA status. Other territories 

are under protection due to the moratoriums that were signed 

by big logging companies with Greenpeace and other NGOs. 

The latest successful agreement had been signed with Titan 

Group of companies recently, regarding moratorium on 

loggings inside the Dvinskoy forest massif in the Arkhangelsk 

Region. We hope that creation of a Nature preserve (zakaznik) 

here will also take place soon.   



In 1990-2010 years we concentrated our efforts on creation of 

3 important national parks in the region. One of them – 

Kalevalsky NP in Karelia was officially organized only in 11 

years after we started working for its creation.  



It took place just in 2007 



On February 26  2013 in Arkhangelsk Region the new national park with the 

name “Onezhskoye Pomorie” was organized on an area of 201,668 

hectares which became the  45-th national park in Russia.  



We are especially happy that this 

PA finally was created as soon as 

we worked on that during last 15 

years. During this time the fate of 

the park was twice hanged by a 

hair but fortunately it became 

possible to defend it. It is possible 

to say that park creation is an 

award for the collective job of 

Greenpeace, Arkhangelsk Forest 

Regulation expedition, Institute of 

Environmental Problems of the 

North and our colleagues from 

WWF-Arkhangelsk. “Onexhskoye 

Pomorye” is a rare example when 

the forestry officials participated 

actively in the process.  



The third national park which still does not exist 

and its perspectives become more and more 

foggy – the so-cold Ladoga Skerries NP 



We also participate actively in its creation for more than 10 

years but can not reach the success due to the different 

reasons 



We also pay big attention to the situation that appeared on the territory of 

the Yugyd Va National Park where several years Russian authorities 

decided to start the gold mining process although the area of Chudnoye ore 

field is in the middle of the northern half of this PA protected also by 

UNESCO. Russian Government made the so-cold correction of the borders 

that WHC counts absolutely illegal and violating the WH Convention. 



So during last several years 

Greenpeace efforts will be 

concentrated on creation of Ladoga 

Skerries NP, on protection of Virgin 

Komi Forests World Heritage property 

and on creation of the trilateral Green 

Belt of Fennoscandia World Heritage 

site   



Thank you very much for your 

attention! 


