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206,000+ records 
covering 12 % of the worlds surface 



Through Protected Planet the WDPA 
is interactive and searchable 



International Mandates 
United Nations List of Protected Areas 
ά713 (XXVII).  Establishment by the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations of a list of national parks and 
ÅÑÕÉÖÁÌÅÎÔ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÓȢȱ 

 

Convention on Biological Diversity  
ÁWorld Database of Protected Areas 

ÁAichi Biodiversity Targets  

ÁProtected Planet Report 

ÁDatabase on Management Effectiveness 

 

World Conservation Congress  

 

World Parks Congress  

 

 



1962 
UN List of National Parks 
and Equivalent Reserves 

1981 
World Database on 
Protected Areas established 

2003 
UN List Mandate Renewed 
and updated to include WDPA 

2010 
ProtectedPlanet.net  
Online data portal for WDPA  

1975 
IUCN Categories system 
began to be developed 

 

1994 
Six IUCN Categories 
published 

2008 
Revised IUCN 
categories  published 

2014 
World Parks Congress, Sydney  
? Updated UN List published 
? WDPA updated to include 
Management/Governance data 
? 2014 Protected Planet report 

History  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wdpa+logo&source=images&cd=&docid=HMFei2PeQg1imM&tbnid=AgDcm4Z6QZcYdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://getsatisfaction.com/unep-wcmc/products/wdpa_wdpa?sort=unanswered&ei=po1HUeXwB8f54QSIh4GwDA&bvm=bv.43828540,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNHe3q1jjIsJ_rngOw8fd1pAE3RjvA&ust=1363730208554824


Data Improvements 2003 - 2012 



2012 Updates 

52 countries with national updates 

  

10,000 new sites 

57,000 updated sites 

1,042 sites removed 

 



Global network of partners & providers 
UN List, Memorandums of Cooperation and other Agreements 

 

 

WDPA 

International 
secretariats 

Regional data 
providers 

NGOs 

World Commission on 
Protected Areas 

National data providers 

Local Authorities and 
Experts 



WDPA Framework 

Management 

Governance 

Resources 

Infrastructure  

GIS 

Databases 

Web-portal  

Process 

Standardised 
business 
process 

Data in/data 
out 

Data 

Data Model 

Data 
Standards 

Quality 
Control  



Quality control  

ÁStandards setting: IUCN & WDPA 
Protected Area Standards, ISO Standards 

 

ÁUpdates: Aim to update every country in 
the world every five years 

 

ÁValidation: Expert Reviews, World 
Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA), 
Stakeholder Engagement, Consistency 
checks 

 

 



Attribute Data Standards 

V 22 fields 
V Uses ISO & IUCN terminology 
V Supports Multiple Languages 
V Sets Clear Requirements: 
üMinimum  
üCore 
üEnhanced 

 
V Encourages Data Stewardship 

 

 



Source Standards 
 

Based on ISO Metadata Standards*  

 

V Dataset Title 

V Responsible Party 

V Responsible Party Contact E-mail 

V Year 

V Dataset Language 

V Dataset Character Set 

V Source Scale Denominator 

V Lineage Process Description 

V Source Citation 

  

 

* ISO 19115: 2003 "Geographic Information ï Metadataò 



Different designations in the WDPA 

National  Regional  International  

ÁIUCN Categories 
I-VI 

ÁIndigenous & 
Community 
Conserved Areas 

ÁPrivate Protected 
Areas 

ÁNatura 2000 sites 

ÁBarcelona 
Convention sites 

ÁASEAN Heritage 
Parks 

ÁUNESCO World 
Heritage Sites 

ÁRamsar Wetlands 
of International 
Importance 

ÁUNESCO Man & 
Biosphere 
Reserves 



Importance of protected area 
conservation standards 

Define Common Ground 

ÁȬÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÒÅÁȭ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ ÂÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ 
protection  

Á categories based on management objectives 

 

Enable global comprehension 

ÁMeasure and monitor at global & regional scales 

ÁInform global decision making 

ÁMake comparison between countries 

ÁLearn, Share and Improve 



WDPA in tracking progress 

Tracking Progress toward targets and 
goals of MEAs 

 

ÁMillennium Development Goals (Goal 7) 

ÁCBD Aichi Target 11 (and others) 

ÁGlobal Biodiversity Outlook 

ÁGlobal Environment Outlook  


