
It has taken over 10 years to agree on the establishment 
of a nature reserve between the rivers Dvina and Pinega.
 A proposal for the reserve has been prepared by the 
Barents office of WWF-Russia and the Centre for 
environmental protection, with support from the 
international BPAN project. Formerly the proposed 
nature reserve went under the name “Verhneyulovsky”.

The ecological and economic evaluations of the reserve 
have been approved by the state environmental impact 
assessment. However, no decision about the establish-
ment of a regional landscape reserve has yet been made. 
In order to protect one of the last large intact forest 
landscapes in Europe, this issue needs an urgent solution.

If a decision on the establishment of a reserve is not 
reached by 2017, new FSC requirements will come into 
force.  According to these demanding requirements, 
at least 80% of intact forest landscape must be protected 
within each forest lease area. (Motion 65 of the FSC 
General Assembly).

For more information, please contact:

● Centre for environmental protection in the Arkhangelsk Region, ulitsa  
Pavla Usova, 14, +7 8182 68 50 81 (also +7 8182 29 52 10,   
or +7 8182 68 50 99)

● WWF-Russia, Barents office, Arkhangelsk, prospekt Troitsky, 106, of. 43, 
+7 8182 28 88 41

PLANNED DVINA-PINEGA 
LANDSCAPE RESERVE
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Borders of the planned nature reserve and IFL*

IFL — Intact Forest Landscape is an area large enough to maintain 
viable populations of large animals (at least 500 km2, and no less 
than 10 km wide)

Location
The planned nature reserve is located between the rivers Severnaya Dvina 
and Pinega, in the upper reaches of their main tributaries Yula, Vyya, 
Pokshenga, Pingisha and Pukshenga. Due to its location, the nature 
reserve protects water flow and water quality as well as species in the 
river.

Remoteness
The nature reserve represents some of the most remote parts of leased 
forest land. Indeed, the nearest villages of Syloga and Vorontsy are 26 km 
away.

Area 
The planned nature reserve covers a considerable area. Currently about 
350 000 ha have been agreed upon with forest leaseholders. This is 
essential for the protection of native boreal populations, including large 
animals and birds.

Importance
In addition to its ecological value, the proposed nature reserve has 
an important social value as an area of traditional use including fishing, 
picking berries and mushrooms, hunting. It also creates opportunities for 
ecological tourism and scientific research, which could bring additional 
income to the local population.
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One of the last herds of the 
endangered wild forest 
reindeer can be found here

Area, boasting more than 10% 
of Atlantic salmon spawning 
rivers in the region. 
The planned nature reserve 
would ensure their protection.
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