PLANNED UFTYUGA-ILESHA
LANDSCAPE RESERVE
The process of establishing this nature reserve began
in 2010. A proposal for the reserve has been prepared
by the Barents office of WWF-Russia and the Centre
for environmental protection in the Arkhangelsk Region,
with support from the international BPAN project.
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The ecological and economic evaluations of the reserve
have been approved by the state environmental impact
assessment. However, no decision about the establishment of a regional landscape reserve has yet been made.
In order to protect one of the last intact forest landscapes
in Europe, this issue needs an urgent solution.
If a decision on the establishment of a reserve is not
reached by 2017, new FSC requirements will come into
force. According to these demanding requirements,
at least 80% of intact forest landscape must be protected
within each forest lease area (Motion 65 of the FSC
General Assembly).
For more information, please contact:
● Centre for environmental protection in the Arkhangelsk Region, ulitsa
Pavla Usova, 14, +7 8182 68 50 81 (also +7 8182 29 52 10,
or +7 8182 68 50 99)
● WWF-Russia, Barents office, Arkhangelsk, prospekt Troitski, 106, of. 43,
+7 8182 28 88 41

Extremely rare old man’s
beard lichen
The nature reserve plays
an important role in the
protection of wild forest
reindeer

Rare species of vascular
plants include lady’s slipper
orchid and small-white
orchid
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Location
The planned nature reserve is situated in the Verkhnyaya Toima and
Krasnoborsk municipal districts of the Arkhangelsk Region, on the border
of the Republic of Komi. The reserve protects the upper reaches of the
rivers Uftyuga, Ilesha and Osa, thus preserving local species.
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Area — 78 690 ha
The nature reserve consists of two separate areas: eastern (49 970 ha)
and western (28 720 ha). In order to ensure the connectedness of the
nature reserve, it is necessary to also create a protected area across
the border in the Komi Republic.
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golden eagle

Forest types
The nature reserve forms a part of the large “Verkhnevashkinsky”
old-growth forest area. Its virgin forests have not been disturbed by human
activities. Therefore, the reserve enables the protection of rare ecosystems
in the Arkhangelsk Region.
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eurasian eagle owl

Rare and red-listed species
Large populations of rare and endangered lichens – including tree
lungwort and textured lungwort, kidney lichens and jelly lichens – have
been found within the planned nature reserve. In addition, the reserve
hosts a significant amount of red-listed animal species, such as golden
eagle, bats and owls.
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IFL — Intact Forest Landscape is an area large enough to maintain
viable populations of large animals (at least 500 km2, and no less
than 10 km wide)
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